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In the Beginning…
The Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
(ACES) partnered with the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management 
(ADEM), Cherokee County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, and the Weiss Lake Conservation District, and the Weiss Lake 
Improvement Association through a 319d 
Impaired Waterway Grant to host a pilot 
series of clinics designed to address 
watershed and land management needs and 
best management practices (BMPs) 
throughout Cherokee County, AL



Budget

• $3,000 from 319d grant for education
• $1,000 from Weiss Lake Improvement 
Association 

• In kind- Hosts providing space and • In kind- Hosts providing space and 
refreshments 



Environmental Stewardship Clinics

Six Clinics to address watershed improvement 
1. Introduction to Water Resources 
2. Soil Management for Healthy Water
3. Managing Streamside Forests for 
Wildlife, Livestock, and Water Health Wildlife, Livestock, and Water Health 
4. Grass Management for Water Health
5. Farm Pond Management 
6. Smart Yards for Healthy Water 

The series consisted of monthly, 2-hour workshops 
from January – June 2013 at varied locations 
throughout Cherokee County, Alabama 



Advertising 
• Weiss Radio 
• Continuing Education Opportunities 
• Partner Webpages/Newsletters
• Brochures/Flyers 
• Newspaper 



Introduction to Water Resources
Topics Covered:
• Water- Local and Global Resource
• Watersheds as a Framework
• Soil, Plant, and Water Balance
• Potential for Pollution
• Solutions for Pollution 
• Water Activity 

Impacts:
Economic Impact Average: 
$6,461.88$6,461.88$6,461.88$6,461.88

Knowledge increase: 24%24%24%24%

Adoption Potential: 92%92%92%92%



Soil Management for Healthy 
Water

Topics Covered:
• Introduction to host Pine Tree 
Nursery 

• Soil Composition 
• Nutrient Management 
• Soil Testing 
• Erosion • Erosion 

Impacts:
Economic Impact Average: 
$268.75$268.75$268.75$268.75

Knowledge increase: 22%22%22%22%

Adoption Potential: 89%89%89%89%



Managing Streamside Forests for 
Wildlife, Livestock and Water 

HealthTopics Covered:
• Riparian Buffers
• Stream Health
• Native Plants Live Staking 
• Water flow 
• Erosion 
• Livestock Crossing • Livestock Crossing 

Impacts:
Economic Impact Average: 
$458.00$458.00$458.00$458.00

Knowledge increase: 10%10%10%10%

Adoption Potential: 90%90%90%90%



Grass Management for Healthy 
Water
Topics Covered:
• Establishing appropriate grasses
• Managing new and existing stands
• Proper mowing/clipping 
• Nutrient management 
• Root structures and health 
• Water PH testing activity  • Water PH testing activity  

Impacts:
Economic Impact Average: 
$300.00$300.00$300.00$300.00

Knowledge increase: 11.4%11.4%11.4%11.4%

Adoption Potential: 100%100%100%100%



Farm Pond Management 
Topics Covered:
• Pond Management 
• Nutrient Management 
• Alternative Water Sources 
• Fish Species Identification 
• Stocking Rates 
• Pond Weed Management 
• Dam Management 
• Water Testing  • Water Testing  

Impacts:
Economic Impact Average: 
$384.38$384.38$384.38$384.38

Knowledge increase: 29.2%29.2%29.2%29.2%

Adoption Potential: 87.2%87.2%87.2%87.2%



Smart Yards for Healthy Water

Topics Covered:
• Landscaping 
• Nutrient Management 
• Riparian Buffers
• Pruning 
• Planting 
• Rainwater Harvesting 
• Soil Health • Soil Health 

Impacts:
Economic Impact Average: 
$421.88$421.88$421.88$421.88

Knowledge increase: 28.4%28.4%28.4%28.4%

Adoption Potential: 91.2%91.2%91.2%91.2%



Graduates 
Participants were required to 
attend 3 clinics to receive:

• Yard/Gate Sign 
• Certificate of Completion 
• T-Shirt 



Future Opportunities 

• Continued partnership with ACES 
for education delivery

• Implementation of clinics in other 
impaired watersheds impaired watersheds 

• Interest of additional clinics in 
Cherokee County  



Do your part in removing 

Chinese Privet 


